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DELEGATE LANDES’ NEWSLETTER
By Delegate R. Steven Landes

Week of July 4, 2011

NEW LEGISLATION  
My most important piece of legislation this past session, actually maybe the most important piece of my legislative career, was House Bill 2076, Office of the Inspector General. This bill establishes the Office of the State Inspector General to be headed by a State Inspector General to investigate complaints alleging fraud, waste, abuse, or corruption by a state agency or nonstate agency or the officers and employees. The bill also authorizes the State Inspector General to examine the management and operation of state agencies. 
The bill consolidates the offices of inspector general of the Departments of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, Corrections, Juvenile Justice, and Transportation and the Department of the State Internal Auditor into this new office, and adds responsibility for tobacco indemnification and revitalization. The bill contains technical amendments and has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2012 to allow for reorganization of the offices of Inspector General. The bill is identical to Senate Bill 1477, patroned by Sen. Walter A. Stosch (R-Glen Allen).
Another piece of legislation that I introduced is House Bill 2078 that will amend the Agricultural and Forestal Districts Act. The bill became effective on July 1, 2011. Sen. Emmett W. Hanger, Jr., (R-Mt. Solon), sponsored an identical companion bill, Senate Bill 1092. The bills clarify and streamline the application process under the Agricultural and Forestal District Act (AFD), including the designation of a program administrator by the local governing body to oversee this process. Applications are to first be reviewed by the program administrator and the advisory committee before going to the planning commission and the local governing body. The procedure for withdrawal of land from AFDs is amended to mirror the procedure for creation of a district.

A third piece of legislation is House Joint Resolution 646 which directs the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission to conduct a two year study on the efficacy of year-round schools.  The study will review different systems locally, nationally and abroad that have already implemented an alternative educational technique noting both the advantages and disadvantages of each system.  The study will also evaluate essential factors that must be considered before implementing year-round schools statewide, including, but not limited to, instructional costs, transportation and special education services, and the need for additional classroom teachers, staff, and support services.  This study should bring out the pros as well as the cons of implementing year-round school with input from educators, parents, administrators, and legislators. The Commission must submit an executive summary to the 2012 Session of the General Assembly and its final report and recommendations to the 2013 Session of the General Assembly. I will remind constituents, this is a study, and there are no preconceived opinions of whether year-round school would be a good recommendation for Virginia or not. 
NEW REDISTRICTING INFORMATION
As reported in the last two newsletters, House Bill 5005 regarding the redistricting of House and Senate Districts passed the Virginia General Assembly and was signed by Governor Bob McDonnell. Passage of our redistricting plan has now received final approval by the United States Attorney General’s Office. The new districts will be as they are described in HB 5005. 

According to the description in HB 5005, the 25th House District will vary quite a bit from the way it presently looks. Basically, the 25th will be losing the precincts of the City of Waynesboro, and Cross Keys, Elkton, McGaheysville, South Fork, and Stony Run in Rockingham County, and Lyndhurst in Augusta County. 

The new district lines include the following precincts in Albemarle County: Jack Jouett, Belfield, Ivy, East Ivy, Crozet, Brownsville, and Yellow Mountain. In Augusta County the 25th will be made of: Verona, Crimora, New Hope, Weyers Cave, Fort Defiance, Dooms, Fishersville, and Wilson precincts. Finally, Rockingham County in the 25th will be comprised of: Ottobine, Port Republic, North River, Grottoes, Massanetta Springs, Bridgewater, Montezuma, and Mt. Crawford. 

Let me say again, with these changes come mixed feelings. If re-elected in November of this year, I will certainly miss all the constituents in the precincts that the 25th District is losing, but look forward to making new friends and having the privilege of serving new constituents.     

To check out the districts, there is a very user friendly website at www.vpap.org. They have listed a section right on their home page where you may click and explore the New District maps for both the House and Senate. 

You may also access the Virginia General Assembly website at http://legis.virginia.gov and under “Legislative Agencies” in the left-hand box, click on “Legislative Services” where you will then see “Redistricting” on the left hand side. This will take you to the plans and interactive maps so you may view the final changes in HB 5005.

I have been visiting the new portions of the 25th House District and hope to continue to renew old acquaintances and make new ones. If re-elected, it will be an honor to serve the constituents of the newly formed 25th House District. 
MY WEBSITE UPDATE
You might notice that today’s newsletter has a new look….one which hints at the design to come with my new website as mentioned in the last newsletter. It is my understanding that completion of the new website will be ready for my final approval within a week or two. I will certainly keep you informed about the completion of that work. Until then, you may still access the present website at www.stevelandes.com .
FACEBOOK AND YOUTUBE
I have finally caught up with the 21st Century! I now have a Fan Page on Facebook and an official YouTube page. You can “like” my Facebook Fan Page by going to www.facebook.com/SteveLandesVA. You can also check out my YouTube page at www.youtube.com/user/SteveLandes. I will be posting periodic legislative and campaign updates from these two social networking sites.

CAMPAIGN ANNOUNCEMENTS

My re-election campaign kick-off on May 17th went extremely well.  The first announcement was made at the Bridgewater Town Hall Council Chambers. The second was made during a visit to the new Technology Building at Blue Ridge Community College in Weyers Cave. The third announcement was held at Afton Scientific Corporation in Charlottesville.  I appreciate the courtesy and support extended to me that day as I travelled throughout the 25th House District.  
CONTACT
As always, my legislative aide, Judy Wyatt, and I are here to serve you. Please use the contact information below to reach us back here in the District Office by phone, fax or email. Or, contact me by sending a letter to PO Box 12, Verona, Virginia 24482.
Thank you again for allowing me to serve as your Delegate.
                                                **** DO NOT REPLY TO THIS EMAIL ***
                                            PLEASE SEND ALL INQUIRIES TO STEVE@STEVELANDES.COM
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